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COMBINATION RINSE PITCHER AND 
SHOWER SPOUT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

The bene?t of US. provisional patent application Ser. No. 
61/164,967, ?led Mar. 31, 2009, is claimed. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates generally to rinse pitchers for rinsing 
the hair of a child during “bath time.” Examples are disclosed 
in McGinley et al US. Pat. No. 7,441,675, and in McGinley 
et al patent application Pub. Nos. US 2009/0032551 and US 
2009/0045299. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A rinse pitcher is provided, particularly for rinsing sham 
poo from the head of a child having a forehead. The rinse 
pitcher includes a main container body of relatively rigid 
material, the main body having a bottom, and a plurality of 
main body sideWalls. A lip element is attached to the main 
container body and de?nes a rim of the rinse pitcher. The lip 
element has a corresponding plurality of lip element sideWalls 
and is made of a relatively soft material Which is suf?ciently 
?exible such that at least a ?rst portion of the rim can conform 
to the shape of the child’s forehead. At least a ?rst one of the 
lip element sideWalls has an extent su?icient to span the 
forehead of the child such that the ?rst portion of the rim can 
be pressed against the child’s forehead forming a seal to 
prevent poured Water from ?oWing doWn the forehead of the 
child. A second one of the lip element sideWalls has apertures 
through Which Water can be poured to provide a shoWer-like 
?oW. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a three-dimensional illustration of a combination 
rinse pitcher and shoWer spout embodying the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW taken on line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW taken on line 3-3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW taken on line 4-4 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 illustrates the combination rinse pitcher and shoWer 

spout of FIG. 1 in use in a forehead-contact rinse mode; 
FIG. 6 illustrates the combination rinse pitcher and shoWer 

spout during use in a shoWer spout rinse mode; and 
FIG. 7 illustrates the rinse pitcher and shoWer spout during 

use in a pour spout rinse mode. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring ?rst to FIG. 1, a combination rinse pitcher and 
shoWer spout device embodying the invention is generally 
designated 10, and, for purposes of description, referred to 
hereinbeloW as a rinse pitcher 10. Referring also to FIGS. 5, 
6 and 7, described hereinbeloW in greater detail, the pitcher 1 0 
is particularly adapted for rinsing shampoo, or other hair 
treatment, from the head 12 of a child represented at 14 
having a forehead 16. 

The rinse pitcher 10 includes a main container body 10 of 
a relatively rigid material, so that the body 20 does not unduly 
deform When grasped. Preferably, the main container body 20 
is made of a relatively rigid or hard plastic material, such as 
polypropelene. 
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2 
The main container body 20 has a bottom 22, and four main 

body sideWalls, a ?rst main body sideWall 24, a second main 
body sideWall 26, a third main body sideWall 28 and a fourth 
main body sideWall 30. The sideWalls 24, 26, 28 and 30 
terminate in a top edge 32 of the body 20. For ease of gripping, 
the main container body 20 includes a plurality of indenta 
tions 34. A rubbery non-skid bottom surface 36 is provided, 
Which may be provided as a thin layer 36 of material on the 
underside of the main container body 20. A suitable material 
for the non-skid layer 36 is a thermoplastic elastomer (TPE). 

To facilitate manufacturing by plastic injection molding, 
the main container body 20 is made in tWo parts, a top part 40 
and a bottom part 42 continuously joined in an almost Water 
tight manner along a joint structure 44. 

With particular reference to the cross-sectional vieW of 
FIG. 2, in the illustrated embodiment the joint structure 44 
includes an inverted “U” structure 46 formed as part of the 
main body top part 40. The inverted “U” structure 46 snaps 
onto a bottom locking structure 48 formed as part of the main 
body bottom part 42. 

With reference again to FIG. 1, the rinse pitcher 10 addi 
tionally includes a lip element 50 attached to the top edge 32 
of the main container body 20, and de?ning a rim 54 of the 
rinse pitcher 10. The lip element 50 is made of a relatively soft 
material so that the lip element 50 can deform and so that at 
least a ?rst portion 56 of the rim 54 can conform to the shape 
of the child’s forehead 16, particularly When used in the 
forehead-contact rinse mode of FIG. 5. The material of the lip 
element 50 is softer and more ?exible relative to the material 
of the main container body 20 . As a particular example, the lip 
element 50 may be made of a rubbery material, such as a 
thermoplastic elastomer (TPE). In the illustrated embodi 
ment, a fourth portion 58 of the rim 54, opposite the ?rst 
portion 56, can as Well conform to the shape of the child’s 
forehead 16. 
The lip element 52 more particularly has a plurality of lip 

element sideWalls, a ?rst lip element sideWall 60 terminating 
in the ?rst portion 56 of the rim 54, a second lip element 
sideWall 62, a third lip element sideWall 64 and a fourth lip 
element sideWall 66 terminating in the fourth portion 58 of the 
rim 54, corresponding to the main body sideWalls 24, 26, 28 
and 30, respectively. 

Referring again to the cross-section of FIG. 2, the TPE lip 
element 50 is permanently bonded to the polypropelene main 
container body 20 employing an over mold process. Thus the 
top 40 and bottom 42 parts of the main body 20 are formed by 
injection molding. A second mold is employed Which 
receives the already-molded top part 40 of the main body 20, 
and in addition de?nes the shape of the lip element 50. (The 
non-skid bottom layer 36, also made of a TPE, is similarly 
formed on and bonded to the bottom part 42 of the main body 

20.) 
To ef?ciently utiliZe space and to conveniently ?t on the 

sides of many bathtubs, the rinse pitcher 10 is generally 
rectangular in con?guration (but With rounded ends) having a 
length of approximately seven inches, and a Width of approxi 
mately three and three-eighths inches. The rubbery non-skid 
bottom surface layer 36 aids in retaining the rinse pitcher 10 
on the sides of a bathtub. 

Accordingly, the ?rst and fourth main body sideWalls 24 
and 30, as Well as the corresponding ?rst and fourth lip 
element sideWalls 60 and 66 are of relatively greater extent to 
generally de?ne sides 70 and 72 of the rinse pitcher 10. The 
second and third main body sideWalls 26 and 28 and corre 
sponding second and third lip element sideWalls 62 and 64 are 
of relatively lesser extent compared to the sideWalls 24, 30, 60 
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and 66, to generally de?ne ends 74 and 76 of the rinse pitcher 
10. In the illustrated embodiment, the ends 74 and 76 are 
rounded. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the ?rst and fourth lip ele 
ment sideWalls 60 and 66 have an extent suf?cient to span the 
forehead 16 of the child 14 such that the ?rst portion 56 of the 
rim 54 can be pressed against the child’s forehead 16, forming 
a seal, to prevent poured rinse Water from ?owing doWn the 
forehead 16, as is illustrated in FIG. 5. The opposite fourth 
portion 58 of the rim 54 can be employed in the same manner. 

With reference to the cross-sectional vieW of FIG. 3, the 
rim 54 of the lip element 50 has a small rounded return 78 or 
?ange 78 Which de?nes ?rst and fourth portions 56 and 58 of 
the rim 54 at the top of the ?rst and fourth sideWalls 60 and 66. 
The rounded ?ange 78 is su?icient to provide comfort and a 
sealing function against the child’s forehead 16. 
The second lip element sideWall 62 is slightly taller than 

the other sideWalls 60, 64 and 66, and functions as a shoWer 
element 80, as is particularly illustrated in FIG. 6, for rinsing 
as Well as for fun and play. Accordingly, the shoWer element 
80 portion of the second lip element sideWall 62 has apertures 
82 through Which Water can be poured to provide a shoWer 
like ?oW, someWhat like a sprinkling can. Water droplets 84 
are illustrated coming out of the apertures 82. To avoid undes 
ired spilling of Water during use in the FIG. 6 shoWer spout 
mode, and With particular reference to the cross-sectional 
vieW of FIG. 4, the rim at the top of the second lip element 
sideWall 62 has a relatively larger rounded return 86 or ?ange 
86. 

The third lip element sideWall 64 is con?gured as a pour 
spout 90, the use of Which is illustrated in FIG. 7. 

While speci?c embodiments of the invention have been 
illustrated and described herein, it is realiZed that numerous 
modi?cations and changes Will occur to those skilled in the 
art. It is therefore to be understood that the appended claims 
are intended to cover all such modi?cations and changes as 
fall Within the true spirit and scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A rinse pitcher particularly for rinsing shampoo from the 

head of a child having a forehead, said pitcher comprising: 
a main container body of relatively rigid material, said 
main body having a bottom, and a plurality of main body 
sideWalls; 
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4 
a lip element attached to said main container body and 

de?ning a rim of said rinse pitcher, said lip element 
having a corresponding plurality of lip element side 
Walls and being made of a relatively soft material Which 
is su?iciently ?exible such that at least a ?rst portion of 
said rim can conform to the shape of the child’s fore 
head; 

at least a ?rst one of said lip element sideWalls having an 
extent su?icient to span the forehead of the child such 
that said ?rst portion of said rim can be pressed against 
the child’s forehead forming a seal to prevent poured 
Water from ?oWing doWn the forehead of the child; and 

a second one of said lip element sideWalls having apertures 
through Which Water can be poured to provide a shoWer 
like ?oW. 

2. The rinse pitcher of claim 1, Wherein said second one of 
said lip element sideWalls has an extent less than that of said 
?rst lip element sideWalls. 

3. The rinse pitcher of claim 1, Wherein a third one of said 
lip element sideWalls has an extent less than that of said ?rst 
lip element sideWalls, and is con?gured as a pour spout. 

4. The rinse pitcher of claim 1, Wherein: 
said lip element has four sideWalls arranged in a generally 

rectangular con?guration; Wherein 
said ?rst one of said lip element sideWalls and a fourth one 

of said lip element sideWalls are of equal and relatively 
greater extent to generally de?ne sides of said rinse 
pitcher; and Wherein 

said second one of said lip element sideWalls and a third 
one of said lip element sideWalls are of equal and rela 
tively lesser extent to generally de?ne ends of said rinse 
pitcher. 

5. The rinse pitcher of claim 3, Wherein: 
said lip element has four sideWalls arranged in a generally 

rectangular con?guration; Wherein 
said ?rst one of said lip element sideWalls and a fourth one 

of said lip element sideWalls are of equal and relatively 
greater extent to generally de?ne sides of said rinse 
pitcher; and Wherein 

said second one of said lip element sideWalls and said third 
one of said lip element sideWalls are of equal and rela 
tively lesser extent to generally de?ne ends of said rinse 
pitcher. 


